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Welcome to this year’s edition 
of Soundwave.
The determination on the faces of our athletes at 
Sports Day is reflected within many of the other aspects 
of the school and continues to reinforce our ethos of 
Set Your Sights High. 

It has been another busy academic year and this edition 
of Soundwave is full of news reflecting the diversity of 
activities pupils have engaged in. Following the relocation 
of the Primary School in September 2022, we have 
continued to build on the opportunities of whole school 
events such as our Act of Remembrance, Christmas 
festivities, our production of Alice in Winterland, and 
Sports Day. In addition, we continue to strengthen our 
connections with the local community and have enjoyed 
collaborations and inclusion within events such as 
Ignite the Stage and the First Framed exhibition. 

In March, I attended a blue plaque unveiling 
commemorating the achievements of Miss Mary Hare 
as a pioneer Teacher of the Deaf. I have also been 

learning more about the work of George Mansell who, 
following Mary Hare’s death in 1945, was integral to the 
establishment of the National Grammar School in her 
honour on the Arlington Manor site in Newbury. I trust 
that they would be very proud to see the modern school 
and the legacy they have had. 

The talent of our pupils continues to amaze me, and it is 
fantastic to see our learners enthusiastically participating 
in so many opportunities and proving that deafness 
has no barrier. A lot of what we achieve is only possible 
thanks to the fantastic staff and loyal supporters of the 
school and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our Governors, Foundation Trustees and donors for 
their support in helping us to secure the future of deaf 
children and young people.

 I hope you enjoy reading our news and reflections of the 
2023-24 academic year and look forward to welcoming 
you to future events during next year. 

Robin Askew 
Principal
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CHILDREN IN NEED 

MARY HARE  
PRIMARY SCHOOL
REFLECTIONS OF THE PAST YEAR

NSPCC 
NUMBER DAY

PUPILS HELP MISS 
PROUT WALK 100 
MILES FOR OCTOBER

LETTER FROM 
THE KING

WELCOMING THE NEW RECEPTION CLASS
Another year has 

passed and we 
have achieved so 
much at Mary 
Hare Primary.
Personally, this year 
can be summed up 

with one feeling: pride. 
I am so proud of the 

amazing children we have 
in our school: those who have 

been with us a while and those 
new to us this year. I have felt so proud of each and 
every one of them for so many things, particularly when 
we have taken part in events such as Panathlon and the 
Agricultural Challenge. 

Being on the same site and becoming part of the wider 
school by engaging more with departments across 
the whole site has allowed us many opportunities this 
year. The Open Day, as a joint event, has allowed us to 
welcome and give tours to many families who we hope 
to see again soon. 

Participating in whole school events such as Sports Day 
and productions where we have been welcomed with 
open arms as part of the Mary Hare family has been 
fantastic. To give the children the chance to aspire to 
become the Sixth Formers they see performing has 
been wonderful. 

For me, a major highlight has been welcoming our 
youngest children, just age 4, to Reception and 
watching them grow, transform and flourish with us. I 
am so excited at the thought of witnessing their progress 
over their school life and the idea that one day they 
will be those Sixth Formers they watch with admiration. 
The process of welcoming such young learners has 
also strengthened and developed our practice in 
school to allow us to work in different ways and with 
different resources. 

It has been a busy and exciting year at Mary Hare Primary 
and we hope that the next year is just as enjoyable and 
fulfilling for us all. 

Rachel Sheen 
Head of Primary

SPORTS DAY

GARDENING CLUB
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RED NOSE DAY OXENWOOD TRIP

CHRISTMAS TIME

WORLD BOOK DAY

REMEMBERANCE 
SERVICE

CHINESE 
NEW YEAR

BRITISH  
SCIENCE WEEK

AGRICULTURAL 
CHALLENGE
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MARY HARE  
SECONDARY  
& SIXTH FORM
REFLECTIONS OF THE PAST YEAR

 DEAF AUTHOR STEWART FOSTER VISIT

CARPENTRYCALMING BOXES

BIOLOGY TRIP

BRILLIANT CLUB

As we quickly approach the end of this 
academic year, and my first full academic 
year here, I cannot help but sit and 
reflect on what a wonderful year we 
have had. 
It seems like only yesterday our new cohort of Year 
7s arrived full of anticipation of their Mary Hare 
journey starting, yet now I see a group who are full of 
confidence, building friendships for life and fully part of 
our school community. 

The Christmas show was a real highlight for me 
personally as I watched a stage full of confident young 
people showcasing their wonderful talents; the hard 
work and dedication to the show was clear to see by the 
whole audience.

We have had some big changes in Residential Care this 
year with our Year 7 group residing in the Bradbury 
House building and our Manor House girls moving 
in to the former Howard House building. Our young 
people have really embraced this change and it was 
fantastic to see our girls taking ownership of their new 
home, including rolling their sleeves up to decorate in 
preparation for their move. Following this move we have 

some exciting news with some house name changes. 
Within Bradbury House, the Primary residential team 
will be known as The Burrow and the Year 7 residential 
team as Hillside.

After extensive consultation with the students and 
staff, we have decided to rename the Manor House to 
Adelaide House. The name “Adelaide” was chosen 
from several suggestions that focused on iconic deaf 
females and strong female role models, aligning with our 
values and aspirations. The name Adelaide is particularly 
special to us as it is the middle name of our esteemed 
founder, Mary Hare, whose legacy continues to inspire 
our mission and vision.

These changes have been made to establish a distinct 
identity for the residential house and to avoid any 
confusion with the main Manor building and the previous 
Howard House buildings.

With lots to look forward to in the future, let’s look back 
on all the positive moments that have been captured this 
last academic year.

April McEniry 
Head of Residential Care Operations

APPRENTICE TASK WINNERS! PSYCHOLOGY
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DEAFFESTEXAM VOCAB 
WORKSHOPS

HALF TERM SKI TRIP

RED NOSE DAY FRENCH BREAKFAST

CHRISTMAS DINNER

SPEECH DAY

TUG OF WAR
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OPTIONS FAIR

WEAR IT LOUD 2024

NEWBURY MONOPOLY 
LAUNCH EVENT

SIXTH FORM BEAUTY STUDENTS REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

BEAUTY WORKSHOP

RESIDENTIAL FUN

EVENING ACTIVITIES
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THE LION KING JR
We closed last academic year with this 
fantastic production of The Lion King Jr. 
An incredibly vibrant production, with a 
huge thanks to all the staff and students 
involved in making this a success.

MANMADE: A 
CELEBRATION OF 
BOYS DANCE
At the Corn Exchange Newbury, 
some of our students took part 
in ManMade. Over the past year 
ZoieLogic Dance Theatre have been 
working with our students, and 
students at other local schools across 
Newbury, to create a dance piece to 
push the boundaries of male dance! 
The project was set up to help 
develop physical skills, performance 
skills, creative expression and 
choreography.

GENERATE EXHIBITION 
AT THE BASE
We were delighted to be invited by Camilla, the 
Gallery and Events Coordinator at The Base, 
Greenham, to participate for the second year in 
their schools and colleges exhibition, GENerate.

On Monday 15 January a group of our Sixth Form 
students studying Art, Craft and Design, Textile 
Design and Photography visited the exhibition 
and were delighted to see so much work from 
our school on display. We met Charlotte, the 
Community and Engagement Officer, who talked 
to our students about the exhibition and how 
The Base provides an exhibition space and working 
environment for local artists and community 
groups. The students were also able to visit the 
studio spaces and had the chance to speak with 
the resident artists as they were working.

Photos: Simon Vail Photography

“This was a really useful visit as well 
as seeing an exhibition of work close 
up, I was able to talk with two of the 
artists as they worked in their studios. 
It made me want to develop my own 
work further.”
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ALICE IN WINTERLAND
Bringing a bit of wonder, a dash of madness and a 
pinch of snow to the school, this year’s Christmas 
production was Alice in Winterland. A spectacular show 
packed full of fun for all ages to enjoy. 

It was time for Alice to think about her future. About 
to sit her A Level exams, disaster was looming in 
Wonderland. 80 students from across the school 
from Primary to Year 13 joined Alice on a brand-
new adventure, featuring Lewis Carroll’s much-loved 
characters, as they experienced the highs and lows of 
winter for the first time. 

Thanks to all the staff and students involved in making 
this a huge success, and a special mention to Mr 
Trigwell-Jones for creating this festive twist on the 
much-loved classic tale. 

FIRST FRAMED: EXHIBITION 
AT ARLINGTON ARTS CENTRE
Arlington Arts hosted an exhibition entitled First Framed, 
which showcased work of Mary Hare pupils alongside work 
of pupils from other local secondary schools. The exhibition 
received extremely positive reviews and our Hospitality 
students did a fantastic job of producing and serving 
canapés to guests on the opening night.

STUDENTS TAKE INSPIRATION AT THE 
ARTICULATION COMPETITION 2024 
Students from across years 10,12,13 & 14 attended the Southern 
Regional Heat of the Articulation Competition held at the Ashmolean 
Museum. The Articulation Competition is a national competition open 
to students aged 16 – 19 years. It is organised by the National Gallery 
and is one of their key learning programmes.

We had a brief visit through some of the museum’s galleries before 
moving into one of the conference rooms to listen to the competition.

There were 8 speakers from schools across the southern region who 
each spoke for 10 minutes on their chosen work of art. The subjects 
chosen covered work from performance art, sculpture, photography, 
painting, and fashion. The topics were challenging and of an extremely 
high standard. They covered politics, society, and environmental issues.

At the end of the presentations the adjudicator chose one of the 
speakers to go through to the Grand Final, held at the British Museum 
at the end of March.

We were delighted to be joined by former student Georgie, who 
won the Articulation Grand Final last year after delivering her talk 
to over 200 people at the National Gallery. Georgie has since been 
commissioned to produce a podcast interviewing an artist and an 
article for the National Gallery’s book soon to be published to celebrate 
their bicentenary. You can read more about this story on Page 37.

Miles, another former student, also joined us. He is currently at Oxford 
Brookes University studying Psychology and Politics and was impressed 
by the quality of the speakers.

Photos: Simon Vail Photography

WATCH: YEAR 9 BAND 
Our Year 9 band have 
been enjoying playing 
lots of music together 
recently and, as we 
closed for Christmas, 
they shared a bit of 
festive fun with a video 
performance of the song 
Jewel in the Night. 

You can watch their music video via the QR code.

Year 8 brandished some of their protest banners 
to highlight the importance of the visual arts 
in education. They looked at the work of Bob 
and Roberta Smith and worked with visiting 
student Rhiannon Denness to create these eye 
catching placards.
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SWIMMING PANATHLON
The Panathlon Challenge swimming competitions 
are a great opportunity for our students to compete 
against other deaf schools and it is always good fun 
to visit the London Aquatics Centre. Both Primary and 
Secondary students took part and proudly represented 
Mary Hare School. 

PRIMARY TAKE  
PART IN TAG RUGBY
Some of our Primary pupils represented Mary Hare at a Tag Rugby 
tournament at Newbury RFC. They demonstrated rugby values of 
teamwork, respect, discipline, sportsmanship and had an enjoyable 
time competing against other local schools.

CROSS COUNTRY
This year’s Cross Country event really showcased such wonderful 
friendship and community across the whole school. From Primary right 
up through to Sixth Form our students came to take part and, despite 
the rain and mud, there were big smiles all round!

YEAR 9  
ACTIVITIES WEEK
Our Year 9s enjoyed an action-
packed week in activities week. 
From climbing and abseiling, to 
archery, rafted canoeing, stand-up 
paddle boarding, and even zorbing!  
- a lot of fun was had by all.

RYAN WINS GREAT BRITAIN DEAF 
SWIMMING CLUB AWARD 
Sixth Former, Ryan, is a Swim England 
Ripple Effect volunteer and has been 
awarded the ‘Andrew Rees Award’ for his 
volunteer work within sport.

The award acknowledged Ryan’s continued 
positive influence to the younger swimmers 
through sharing his acquired knowledge 
and passion. 

This award adds to Ryan’s recent honour at 
the Sport and Recreation Alliance’s National 
Awards, where he was awarded ‘Inspiration 
of the Year’.

Upon receiving the award, Ryan said,  
“I just love helping people and love 
swimming so to win an award for doing 
this is incredible.”

SPORTS NEWS

“The opportunity to show that deaf people can do the things they want to 
do and aspire to be who they want to be – to be able to deliver that sort of 
message is really important”

STUDENTS SCORE  
A PLACE IN DEAF 
FOOTBALL PATHWAY 
Following successful trials, Ellie, Amber, Amelie and 
Sophie have been accepted on the England Para 
Talent Pathway for Deaf football. 

Ellie’s experience of the trials were captured and 
televised on BBC’s The Football Academy. Ellie shared 
what the experience meant to her:

DERBY FOOTBALL
Our two senior football teams 
returned as tournament winners in 
their respective competitions. The 
event was hosted in Derby and saw 
teams competing from across the UK 
Deaf Schools.

PANATHLON 
SCHOOL 
GAMES
On Friday 19 April our 
students visited Theale 
Green School to take part 
in the Panathlon Games. 
They had a fantastic time 
playing against other 
schools and trying out lots 
of different challenges.
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MAX’S SCANDINAVIAN  
CYCLING ADVENTURE
Max, who is a loyal supporter of 
Mary Hare, embarked on a 13 
day cycling adventure, covering 
1,400km from Oslo, Norway, 
through Copenhagen, Denmark, 
and finishing in Stockholm, in 
Sweden. Through this impressive 
and inspiring challenge, Max 
wanted to raise money for the 
Mary Hare Foundation, and raised 
a fantastic £10,000.

Setting off on the 5th August, 
Max, along with two friends 
(Duncan and Hugo), began the 
adventure. On average they 
covered around 110km on their 
bikes each day and in total they 
climbed 25,000ft of elevation. At 
times they battled the elements, 
including Storm Hans, a storm 
that reached record levels with 
60mph winds, along with the 
obstacles this kind of challenge 
can encounter, such as punctures 
and other mechanical failures. 
This did not stop them from 
completing this inspiring feat and 
they all safely arrived at Stokholm 
on the 18th August.

Max shares a few words about 
the experience:

“The cycling adventure was an 
incredible experience. Throughout 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark 
we experienced fantastic 
roads, extremely welcoming 
people and endless pastries 
(highly recommend ‘mazarines’)!

The best days and cycling 
conditions came on Day 8 and 
Day 9 and, despite being the 
longest routes of the trip, the 
scenery was unbelievable! Mixing 
coastal roads, beaches, quiet 
forests, and flourishing farmland 
with idyllic towns dotted in 
between. Highly recommend this 
route for any keen cyclists. “

Max is no stranger to this type 
of challenge as he completed 
a similar adventure a couple of 
years ago when he cycled the 
perimeter of Iceland.

We are extremely grateful to Max 
for choosing us as his charity to 
fundraise for and, with the terrific 
support of his friends, family and 
colleagues, and match funding 
from BP, he raised £10,000 for 
the Mary Hare Foundation.

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT 
On Thursday 7 December, Mary Hare Foundation held a Christmas Carol Concert 
at St Mark’s Church in Englefield. 

The evening featured music and songs performed by students at Mary Hare 
School, including an upbeat performance of Stand by Me by the Year 9 band 
and some of the Year 7 students played Jingle Bells on the hand bells. We also 
heard readings from students from Primary and Secondary school, as well as 
guest speaker, and former Principal, Peter Gale. As the event concluded, each 
guest received a gift box prepared by our Sixth Form Hospitality students, which 
included Christmas cake, shortbread, and ginger cake. The evening raised a total 
of £11,400 to go towards The Ivan Tucker Bursary Scheme.

FUNDRAISING
YATTENDON  
SANTA DASH 
On Sunday 17 December, hundreds of 
participants dressed as Santas came together to 
take part in the Santa Dash at Yattendon Estates. 
For this event we were grateful to be one of 
the benefitting charities, alongside Yattendon 
Primary School and Sport in Mind. 

We are also extremely grateful to Teaching 
Assistant, Miss Prout, and her two daughters, 
who ran in the family 1km race event (although 
it turned out to be slightly further which is even 
MORE impressive) and raised a whopping £365 
for the Mary Hare Foundation.

In total this event raised £1945.10

“The cycling adventure 
was an incredible 
experience. Throughout 
Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark we experienced 
fantastic roads, extremely 
welcoming people and 
endless pastries (highly 
recommend ‘mazarines’)!”

BAYER BRING THEIR 
GARDENING GLOVES
In the summer holidays, staff from Bayer 
kindly volunteered their time to help spruce 
up some of our outside spaces that are used 
by our boarders at Bradbury House, ready for 
when they were due to return in September. 
They were fantastic as they completed the 
work with lots of smiles and laughter whilst 
enjoying the summer sunshine.

THE IVAN  
TUCKER BURSARY 
SCHEME
In November 2023 we launched the 
Ivan Tucker Bursary Scheme, set up 
to raise funds for students who are 
still waiting for their tribunal for their 
placement to be heard, but are in 
their crucial years of education (Year 
10 to begin GCSEs or Year 12 to 
begin Sixth Form).

This bursary is named after Dr Ivan 
Tucker OBE, who was Principal of 
Mary Hare School from 1987 – 2004. 
Ivan was a passionate leader who 
dedicated his career to the education 
of deaf young people.

The scheme will support the core 
costs so that a student can begin 
their enrolment at Mary Hare School 
and avoid any 
delay in their 
studies. We have 
set the goal to 
raise £100,000 
and so far have 
raised over 
£84,000.

QUIZ NIGHT 
SUCCESS! 
In April, the Mary Hare Foundation had 
a fantastic time hosting their annual 
Quiz Night fundraiser. The evening 
included a game of Heads or Tails, a 
raffle with fabulous prizes, as well as 
the main quiz event packed with head-
scratching questions across a variety of 
trivia subjects. 

The evening raised, just under, a 
phenomenal £9,000, to go towards 
The Ivan Tucker Bursary Scheme.
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1,500 TREES PLANTED  
BY THE COMMUNITY
On Wednesday 20 March, over 60 volunteers 
rolled up their sleeves and donned their 
wellies to plant 1500 trees at Mary Hare 
School, donated by Greenham Trust and the 
Woodland Trust, as part of the school’s project 
to support British hedgerows and wildlife. 

The day was made possible with the helping 
hands from individual volunteers through 
the West Berkshire Volunteer Centre and 
from local businesses including, Roots Estate 
Agency, Gekko, Corner Stone, Maxx-Design, 
VolkerLaser (National Highways Agency) and 
Mary Hare staff. 

The initiative saw 1500 trees across 230 
metres planted, with the goal of establishing 
a new hedgerow, knitting together existing 
hedgerows from Arlington Lane along the 
Oxford Road to the Millennium Woods. We 
were truly overwhelmed by the support we 
received from so many people. Some of our 
younger students involved in the Do Good Feel 
Good Club joined in, as well as some of the 
Sixth Form students currently studying for their 
Level 1 Carpentry qualification. 

Laura Jones, PMO Lead at Cornerstone said, 
“Myself and 6 colleagues from Cornerstone, 
along with other amazing individuals, had 
the incredible opportunity to help plant trees 
at Mary Hare school. The school is absolutely 
incredible, making a significant impact to 
young people on a daily basis including my 
niece. During the day I was able to plant a tree 
with her which will be locked in as a much-
cherished memory. We hope we can support 
Mary Hare again in the future.”

IGNITE THE STAGE
In March, Arlington Arts Centre hosted Ignite the Stage, an inaugural 
charity event showcasing talent from local schools including Kennet 
School, St Bartholomew’s School, The Downs School, and St Finian’s 
Catholic Primary School. They were joined by students from Allenova 
School Of Dancing, Maia Hendrickx Vocal Studios and the whole 
evening was made possible by the brilliant organisation of the Nicola 
Moran Academy of Drama.

And, of course, some of our very own students were performing too. 
We are extremely pleased to have been the benefitting charity of this 
event, and the final figure raised for the Mary Hare Foundation was 
a fantastic £2,120.

“Just a few words to say how much we 
enjoyed the show yesterday evening. It 
was such a pleasure to see young talent 
performing. A great evening and very 
well organised, we would look forward 
to more shows like this in the future.”

“Congratulations on a fantastic show 
last night! Seeing the diversity of local 
talent was really inspiring.”

Audience feedback

Audience feedback

A SAW-ING 
SUCCESS
In November we received 
a donation of £3,000 from 
the Worshipful Company of 
Carpenters (City of London 
Livery Company) via a 
friend of the school, Claire 
Whittaker. With this kind 
donation we were able to 
buy a table saw. 

The new table saw means 
that students taking 
their Level 2 Carpentry 
qualification are able to complete their mandatory assessments and it provides 
a professional piece of machinery for the learners to practice and hone 
their skills. Carpentry has become a popular subject for our Sixth Formers, 
with lots of students who have progressed to do their Level 3 qualifications, 
apprenticeships,or employment.

We would like to thank the Worshipful Company of Carpenters for their 
generous donation and their support for the next generation of carpenters.

MARY HARE 
FAMILY REELS 
PARTY
On Saturday 5 January, over 100 people 
joined together in Hermitage Village 
Hall at our Family Reels Party. Parents, 
grandparents and children all threw 
themselves into this event early in the 
New Year. 

Alex Carver was the caller for the 
evening and kept everyone on their toes. 
It was great fun for all the family – even 
for beginners who just wanted to learn 
a few reels. Afterwards we had lots of 
lovely comments from reelers who said 
how much they had enjoyed themselves.

The event raised a total of £2,346 for 
the Ivan Tucker Bursary Scheme.

SWIMMING POOL 
RENOVATIONS
Our swimming pool has received some much 
needed tlc recently with new accessibility 
equipment, a pool cover, and the lining has been 
completely replaced. Most of the repairs took 
place over the summer and it officially reopened 
in October.

The new upgrades mean that children across 
all ages and abilities can now benefit from the 
pool. In addition, it is now competition standard 
with four lanes clearly marked. 

With thanks to Greenham Trust, The Shanly 
Foundation, The Greaves & Withey Foundation, 
and Newbury Town Council for making 
this possible.

On Monday 13 May, the Mary Hare Foundation 
recognised the support it received over many years 
from three individuals. Members of their families 
joined us to place a plaque in memory of the late Sir 
Philip Wroughton, Jeanie, Countess of Carnarvon, and 
John Lewis. 

Sir Philip Wroughton was the founder of the Mary Hare 
Foundation, established in 1991, and he led the appeal 
to build the Sixth Form accommodation that now bears 
his name. Sir Philip’s daughter, Kirsten Loyd, (Chair of 
the Mary Hare Foundation for 13 years before stepping 
down in 2021) and her son Kit Loyd (Trustee) helped to 
plant a Giant Redwood tree in his memory.

John Lewis was a volunteer for many years, looking 
after the Mary Hare Foundation accounts. John’s wife, 
Lucy, his sister, Jane Emery, and family friend, Jilly Carter, 
came to see the plaque placed next to a cherry tree 
planted in his memory.

A Plains Cottonwood Tree was planted in memory 
of Jeanie, Countess of Carnarvon (formerly Lady 
Carnarvon). Jeanie was President of Mary Hare 
from 1994 to 2019 and a Trustee of the Mary Hare 
Foundation for many years. Jeanie’s son, the Earl of 
Carnarvon and his wife the Countess of Carnarvon 
both attended the ceremony. The Cottonwood is 
the official state tree of Wyoming, the birthplace of 
Jeanie Carnarvon.

IN MEMORY OF: MEMORIAL TREES
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MARY HARE 
SPORTS APPEAL
Racing towards £5 million: Raising money  
for new sports facilities at Mary Hare School

On Friday 24 May, we 
announced the official launch 
of our new fundraising 
campaign to raise £5 million 
for new sports facilities for the 
deaf young people at Mary 
Hare School.

WHY DO WE 
NEED TO RAISE 
£5 MILLION?
Mary Hare School’s current sports 
facilities haven’t been updated 
significantly since they were first built 
in the 1950s. The current drawbacks 
include a lack of space, small changing 
rooms, and the current size of the gym 
means the students are not able to take 
part in most team sports. In conversations 
that we had with staff and students, it 
became very apparent that an update on 
these facilities was hugely needed, and 
over the last few years we have been in 
consultations with architects and making 
plans for this exciting new chapter of 
sport at Mary Hare.

WHAT WILL 
THE MARY HARE 
SPORTS APPEAL 
BRING?
The Mary Hare Sports Appeal will seek 
to build a brand-new, larger sports hall, 
which will include a 4-court sports hall, a 
climbing wall, a fitness gym, dance and 
drama studio, and sports classrooms. 
There will also be four large changing 
rooms and facilities, and a large external 
multi-use games area.

Working with NVB Architects, this new 
accessible and inclusive space will be 
acoustically designed and engineered 
to maximise the learning for deaf 
young people.

“Sport plays such an 
important part in the lives of 
all our students, so we are 
looking at every opportunity 
to raise the funds in order 
to get the project finished in 
good time.”
Harriet McCalmont, Chair of the  
Mary Hare Foundation

APPEAL 
LAUNCH EVENT
We launched the event on Sports Day 
and, as well as the many families coming 
to cheer on the students in action, we 
welcomed a number of invited guests 
who attended to listen further about 
the appeal.

Robin Askew shared the deep passion 
that sport brings for many students at 
Mary Hare, and Harriet McCalmont, 
Chair of the Mary Hare Foundation, 
talked about the different ways the 
appeal can be supported. 

Also invited to speak was Sixth Form 
student, Roman, who shared how sport 
plays a pivotal part in friendship and 
community, and Alumna, Katie Dening, 
who plays competitively in Rugby and is 
currently part of the Women’s England 
Deaf Rugby team. 

The appeal was launched with a 
generous £5,000 donation, presented 
from Newbury and Thatcham 
Hockey Club. 

Harriet McCalmont shared,“It is very 
exciting to have launched this appeal. 
We had a wonderful launch event; it was 
so powerful to hear from our students 
and their passion for sport, and we 
are so grateful to already have pledges 
made and money received on the day.

Sport plays such an important part in 
the lives of all our students, so we are 

looking at every opportunity to raise the 
funds in order to get the project finished 
in good time”. We are delighted to be 
able to officially launch this appeal. By 
building new sports facilities at Mary 
Hare School, our aim is to nurture 
talent of the students and share the 
new facilities with deaf young people  
in other schools.

HOW CAN I HELP?
There are lots of ways you can help! Have 
you ever wanted to challenge yourself? 
You could sign up for a marathon, or 
push the limits with a skydive, or step out 
of your comfort zone with a sponsored 
walk. If events are more your thing, you 
can hold a coffee morning, run a charity 
car wash, or organise a quiz.

We would love to hear your ideas, 
and we would happily support you 
throughout the process and help raise 
money for this campaign. The Mary Hare 
Foundation team can be contacted by 
email at foundation@maryhare.org.uk

Illustration of the new sports hall

View from the multi-use games area

“Sports is important at Mary 
Hare, I know this because 
I’ve had the privilege to 
witness days like today, the 
collaboration between pupils 
of different year groups and 
everyone trying their best.”
Roman, Sixth Form student

You can also make a donation 
via the QR code below:
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In November we welcomed teachers and staff from The Briskeby 
School in Norway. For some of the staff, this was a returning 
visit to Mary Hare, and for others this was their first time 
visiting the school. 

We had a chat with Edel Nielsen, who is the Principal at The 
Briskeby School, and Anne-Elisabeth Strom. We spoke about their 
reflections of their visit to Mary Hare, as well as looking back at 
our friendships between the two schools over the years.

Tell us a little bit about your school?

Edel: We are based near Oslo, in Norway. 
In Norway we are called an Upper 
Secondary School and our students 
are ages 16 to 18. We have around 50 
deaf students, and we teach through a 
language focussed approach like Mary 
Hare School.

Anne-Elisabeth: We also have small 
classrooms with the horse-shoe shape 
desk arrangement, and we have our own 
group aid system that works in a similar 
way to Mary Hare’s. All of the students 
are able to access the national curriculum 
and can study A-Levels and Vocational 
courses, and many go on to University, 
further study or work placement when 
they leave us.

Some of the staff have come to Mary 
Hare before, when did you last visit?

Anne-Elisabeth: I have now come here 
5 times, the last time was about 4 years 
ago. In our many visits we have brought 

different teachers and students along 
with us, so that students and staff have 
the opportunity to exchange experiences.

There has been a long-standing 
friendship between the two schools 
that goes back to the 1990s when we 
first had teachers come and visit – and 
perhaps maybe even before that!

We also had some Mary Hare students 
visit us in Norway back in February 2019, 
and that was a really great opportunity 
for the students from each school to 
make some life-long friendships. A 
highlight from that visit was an England 
vs Norway football match; the students 
had a great time and enjoyed a bit of 
friendly competition.

Have you enjoyed your visit? What 
have you enjoyed learning most 
about from your visit?

Edel: It’s been extremely interesting. It 
has been really inspiring to see the way 
that all your specialised teams, such as 

Speech and Language and Audiology, all 
work together with the Subject Teachers 
into one integrated timetable.

Anne-Elisabeth: Yes, it’s a very holistic 
way of working, where all the teams 
work together towards the same target 
for the student.

As a returning guest, what have you 
most enjoyed about visiting Mary 
Hare School over the years?

Anne-Elisabeth: It is of big value to 
us to come and see a school with the 
same methods of teaching and to be 
inspired with ideas on how we could 
develop our school. It was great to meet 
with students and staff and hear how 
they talk about their experiences at 
Mary Hare.

In March 2024 we welcomed visitors 
from the Norwegian school a second 
time, and our Sixth Formers gave 
them a tour around the school, 
including a range of A Level lessons 
and Vocational lessons. This included 
Carpentry, Childcare and Beauty 
(where the visitors also received a 
treatment!) as well as Psychology, 
French, and ICT.

Little Hares baby and toddler group has now been up and running 
for a full year. This monthly group for deaf babies and toddlers 
was set up by myself and Rachel Sheen to extend the professional 
support Mary Hare can offer to the wider community. 

Each month we welcome families from surrounding counties into our beautiful 
Primary School. Our aim is to give them an opportunity to meet, share their stories, 
learn something new, and have fun with their little ones. Each group has a theme 
and is run by specialist teachers and therapists. Topics have included: Music therapy, 
speech and language development, baby sign-nursery rhymes, reading and literacy, 
and sensory play. 

The group has been supported by the 
NDCS who have come each month to 
meet with families and answer questions. 
They have also run information sessions 
during the groups on topics like, how 
to access BSL classes, the EHCP process 
and books that promote deaf awareness 
and identity. 

The Sixth Form students studying 
Childcare and A Level English Literature 
at Mary Hare have also had the 
opportunity to come and meet the 
families and engage with the little ones. 
Parents have said, “it is wonderful to 
meet young deaf role models”, “the 
Sixth Form students are a credit to your 
school”, “I was fascinated to hear about 
their journeys and see how far they 
have come”.  

This is a powerful opportunity for 
families who are just starting out on their 
journey to see the amazing achievements 
of deaf young people and to have high 
aspirations for their own little ones. 

At Little Hares we aim to create a 
nurturing, welcoming environment, 
where parents can share their personal 
stories, learn from each other and 
the specialist professionals, celebrate 
milestones, receive professional support 
and advice, and just have fun. 

We can’t wait to welcome you to our 
next group! Keep a look out on our 
website for when the next session will 
take place.

Katherine Clements 
Assistant Principal, Family Liaison

MAKING FRIENDS 
FROM A FAR 

LITTLE HARES

NORWEGIAN SCHOOL  
VISITS MARY HARE SCHOOL

A YEAR IN REVIEW

“it is wonderful to 
meet young deaf role 
models”, “the Sixth 
Form students are a 

credit to your school.”

Parents have said:
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The current PTA have been working together for over a year now, 
and we are thrilled to inform you that we have raised over £2,500! 
We have exciting projects and plans for 2024. 

All money raised is invested back into the 
school to enhance the school experience 
for all students, such as the recent 
purchase of the wood used by the Sixth 
Form to create some fabulous bench 
tables for the outside space now summer 
is on its way. We have donated money 
to the Wellbeing Team who have bought 
volleyballs, painting equipment used for 
the “Kindness Rocks” activity where the 
young people could paint messages on 
rocks and leave them round the school 
or take them home. Board games and 
giant outdoor games for the summer are 
currently being chosen by the students.

Our Christmas hamper school house 
raffle was a great success and we made 
in the region of £500.

We have just held our Mad Hatter 
themed tea party. Held in the marquee 
on the beautiful school lawn. We had 
a brass band playing, and the students 
from both primary and secondary schools 
came and enjoyed a delicious selection 
of chocolate covered strawberries, lemon 
drizzle cake and chocolate brownie. It 
was a wonderful opportunity for staff 

and students to come together for an 
afternoon of fun and reward for all their 
hard work.

The PTA held a BBQ on the school lawn 
during Sports Day this year on Friday 24 

May. This year we hosted a raffle and 
the opportunity to get involved with 
the launch of our 100 CLUB. For £2 per 
month (£24 for the year) your number 
will be entered into the lucky draw each 
month to win the top prize.

The PTA is run by a committee of elected 
parents and staff. You automatically 
become a member when your child 
joins the school. We are a friendly and 
supportive team and you are welcome 
to join in on events volunteering in what 
ever capacity you are able to. We look 
forward to meeting you soon.

Tor and Rob Joint PTA Chair 
pta.maryhare@google.com

PTA ROUND UP

SIXTH FORMERS
Food at Mary Hare is vibrant and exciting and the Food Room is 
a wonderful place to be. The conversation is always about the 
subject of Food and it’s not just the students that are learning - 
even the staff share the new dishes they have been learning to 
make at the weekend. The language of Food is not just on the 
curriculum, it’s our discussion throughout the week.

The students studying for our City and 
Guilds Professional Cookery course have 
developed their conversations with some 
new partners this year. A key part of the 
course is working in different catering 
businesses, but this year, we have a new 
partner and the students have a new 
customer. Each student has to oversee 
and project manage a monthly order 
for Educafe, Newbury’s community 
enterprise that supports a wide range 
of people in the community. The order 
comprises 150 baked products for 
their café.

Vicky Caws, Assessor and Food 
Technician, oversees this work and said 
‘We are delighted with our partnership 
with Educafe. It has enabled our students 
to interact with a customer and take full 
responsibility for production and delivery 
of the product to the customer. Their 
confidence keeps growing.’

This partnership builds on other public 
events, such as the work students have 
undertaken with our own Catering Team 
in Blount Hall, where they catered a hot 
fork buffet for the school’s Governors at 
an evening event, and the hors d’oeuvres 
for the private view of the art exhibition, 
First Framed, at our own Arlington 
Arts Centre.

Opportunities for students to prepare 
and serve their own work to customers 
are integral to the course, some of 
whom are unfamiliar to them, to keep 
developing the conversation about their 
work and what they are learning.

They often receive great feedback and 
recognition for their efforts as they learn 
to work to a standard that will leave their 
customers eager for more.

Gaen-Klaud is one of our first year 
students, who says, ‘It is hard for me 

to think about talking to people and I 
like the work and I like the teamwork 
on the course. Because I find it hard to 
think about what to say the cooking 
helps my confidence and to think 
about what to say.’

As students progress through the course, 
they take greater responsibility for the 
outcomes and success of these events. 
Their work placements are increasingly 
complimentary about the learning that 
takes place and by the end of the course 
they are genuinely ready to go work and 
continue the conversation about their 
cookery!

Tim Hogan 
Head of Food

HAVE BEEN COOKING UP A FEAST
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COLES DINER
Wow, we’ve had another fantastic year at Coles Diner. We 
have trained new Lifeguards, taught hospitality and gained 
qualifications, and learnt new life skills from gardening to cooking 
to planning journeys and taking the train. We have shared meals, 
fundraised and enjoyed events together – creating so many special 
memories to last a lifetime.

We started the year off with a 
fundraising walk in London (walking 
10 bridges) and raised lots of money 
towards Coles Diner. Coles Diner is a 
youth club run by myself and the young 
people at the school - its profits go 
straight back into buying new equipment 
and subsidising clubs and trips. Coles 
Diner also works with the Sixth Form 
Prefect Team to run charity events such 
as Chuck a Duck, Red Nose Day and 
Christmas Jumper Day for Save the 
Children and Children in Need. 

In November we hosted our yearly 
reunion (which you can read more 
about on page 38), and throughout the 
year we have enjoyed many weekend 
trips including ice skating, safari parks, 
evening clubs like archery and boxing, 

and a visit from the Street Doctors, who 
taught us new skills. 

We also enjoyed the bigger events that 
we have hosted, such as the Christmas 
Market and the Chocolate Market, and 
we are currently busy preparing for 
the Summer Fayre at the end of this 
academic year. 

We have created lots of memories and 
shared some fun times together - Coles 
Diner is always changing and growing as 
our young people do. 

Let’s look back at some of the photos 
from this last year.

Kiri-Lynn Gardner 
Activities Co-ordinator

CHRISTMAS AT COLES CHILDREN IN NEED WEEKEND AT THE 
ARCADES

CHOCOLATE MARKET

ESCAPE THE VAN

BINGO

LIFE SKILLS

LONDON BRIDGES WALK

SAFARI PARK

STREET DOCTORS

RED NOSE DAY
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We welcome our new Prefect Team for 
2024-25, made up of enthusiastic Sixth 
Formers committed to bringing greater 
opportunities and making a positive 
impact on the students at Mary Hare.

MEET 
THE NEW
PREFECT TEAM

Why did you put yourself forward for 
the Prefect team?

I put myself forward for the Head Prefect 
position as I believe it is a role that suits 
me and challenges me in many aspects. 
I am very determined but also able to 
compromise.

What do you hope to achieve over 
the next year?

As Head Prefect over the next year: I 
hope to make Mary Hare more eco-
friendly and introduce more fun and 
educational activities. In addition to 
improving relationships between the staff 
and students.

How can you be a good role model to 
the younger students?

I am very motivated, determined and 
always willing to improve myself. I have 
also overcome my personal challenges 
in various aspects of my education 
which I think is important for younger 
students to see.

Why did you put yourself forward for 
the Prefect team?

I have always wanted to help the school 
and all the students within the school. I 
am quite well-known with everyone so 
I’m able to get along with everyone well 
and help most students.

What do you hope to achieve over 
the next year?

What I hope to achieve is to promote 
communication between the students 
and staff. I want to help students so they 
can get along well.

How can you be a good role model to 
the younger students?

I’m quite well known in this school so I 
can get along with the younger students 
and encourage them to make the right 
decisions. I will also have to make sure 
that the older years are also responsible 
and sensible around the younger years 
to make the younger students become 
greater pupils.

Why did you put yourself forward for 
the Prefect team?

I put myself forward to the Prefect Team 
because I want to have a permanent 
impact, I want to create a positive 
atmosphere for the pupils here and for 
everyone to be happy.

What do you hope to achieve over 
the next year?

Over the next year I hope to introduce 
new House events which are more 
inclusive as well as add some more 
activities with the younger years 
throughout the school year to encourage 
friendships within peer groups.

How can you be a good role model to 
the younger students?

I have a positive relationship with the 
younger students, which I hope allows 
them to trust me and follow in my 
example by being more respectful to 
others around them and learning how 
to build better rapports with their peers 
and teachers.

SOPHIE:  
HEAD PREFECT

ERIC: DEPUTY 
HEAD PREFECT

TILLY: DEPUTY 
HEAD PREFECT

Our Prefect Team

MONOPOLY

GLAMPING WEEKEND

COOKING CLUB

HARRY POTTER 
STUDIOS
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At the end of the Summer term 2023, with the help of Miss 
Colby, we organised a fantastic day of climbing and tunnelling. 
During the day the young people were able to have a go on 
the mobile climbing wall or in the tunnels, which was much 
bigger in the inside compared to what it looked like from the 
outside - there was even a ball pit in there! Both activities 
helped us think about resilience, teamwork and having fun. 

In October we celebrated YoungMinds #HelloYellow by having 
lots of different yellow activities during lunchtime. We had 
hook-a-duck, a human yellow fruit machine and much more. 
It brought a smile to student’s, and staff’s faces. 

On the run up to Christmas we did the 12 Days of 
Christmas Kindness, and everyday there was a different 
activity to promote kindness to others and being kind to 
ourselves. The young people painted some great ‘Kindness 
rocks’, sent Christmas cards to friends or family, and made 
kindness pledges. 

Every year we celebrate Children’s Mental Health week by 
thinking about the school’s wellbeing ethos – The 5 Ways to 
Wellbeing. Each day there is a different event linked to one of 
the 5 Ways. For example, for ‘Learn’ we held a ‘Love to Learn 
Fayre’ with lots of different stands run by staff. Students could 
try new skills such as looking at fossils through microscopes, 
different crafts and making balloon swords or dogs (this 
was very popular with the students - less popular with the 
teachers trying to teach a bunch of sword wielding pirates in 
the afternoon!). During this week we also ran a competition 
thinking about the national theme of the week ‘Your Voice 
Matters’, Alex Watson won a goodie bag for her fantastic 
poster of things that matter to her. 

We would like to say a big thank you to the PTA who donated 
£400 to buy resources for lunchtime clubs. We were able to 
buy games, arts and crafts supplies, chess boards, gardening 
equipment and outdoor games. This has really helped us 
establish different clubs at lunchtimes – thank you!

Charlie Hadley, Helen Farthing and Nicky Mercer 
Wellbeing Team
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There have been a number of changes during the year as we say goodbye to colleagues who 
move onto pastures new and say hello and welcome to new members of the team.

At the end of 2023 Kevin 
Sharpe, who was Head of IT, 
retired after 18 years with 
Mary Hare. Stepping into the 
role is Laurie Miller-Cook, 
who joined us in May. Thank 
you, Kevin, for the long-
standing support in all of our 
IT operations, we wish him 
well in his retirement. 

In January we said goodbye 
to Kirstin McMullen, who was 
a Care Team Leader and was 
part of the Residential Care 
team for 5 years and worked 
closely with our youngest 
boarders at the school.

Kathryn Foster was Head 
of Finance for over 5 years 
and in April this year we 
were sad to see Kathryn 
leave. We welcomed Nellie 
Redmond back in May, who 
has settled in well as our new 
Head of Finance.

We said a fond farewell to 
Sophie Williams in Catering, 
who retired back in November 
after an incredible 21 years at 
Mary Hare. Sophie was a very 
familiar face to pupils and 
staff as part of the Catering 
Team in Blount Hall, and will 
be missed by everyone.

Every year our students have support of 
a French Assistant, who can bring extra 
knowledge of the French language into the 
classroom. This year we welcomed Camille 
Brard who, at the end of her placement with 
us, shared the following reflections:

“I’ve greatly enjoyed my experience at Mary 
Hare. From the very first day, I’ve felt very 
welcomed by everyone be it by the members 
of staff or by the students. Thanks to this 
experience I was able to develop more 
teaching skills and to support the students in 
their learning.

I am very proud of the students I have had 
the chance to work with. They showed that 
deafness was not an obstacle to learning a 
foreign language. I have gained a lot thanks to 
this experience.

I would also like to thank Sarah Owen and 
Rachel Carr for making me feel so at home 
and for supporting me. 8 months was 
definitely not enough time.

I would like to give a massive thank you to the 
students for making me feel so welcomed in 
the school. I hope I was of help in your lessons 
as much as possible. I can safely say that you 
taught me a lot more than I have taught and 
that I will miss you greatly.”
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GEORGIE TALKS  
ART ON PODCAST
Last year, former student 
Georgie impressed 
audiences when she 
presented at the National 
Gallery as part of the 
ARTiculation competition. 
Her presentation explored 
the work of Janet Cardiff 
and George Bures Miller 
and their piece The Dark 
Pool. Georgie went on to 
win the competition. 

Since then, Georgie has 
finished her studies at 
Mary Hare School, but 
following from her success 
at the competition, 
Georgie was invited to 
take part in an episode of 

the Roche Court podcast. 
Georgie was joined by 
students from Andover 
College, in conversation 
with artist, Jacob van 
der Beugel. 

ALUMNI

You can listen to 
the podcast here:

CLASS OF 2013 REUNION
On Saturday 14 October we welcomed 
around 20 alumni from the class of 2013. 
This reunion was kindly organised by 
Chelsea Pritchard. They reunited at Coles 
Diner, where they caught up with old friends 
and chatted about what everyone has been 
up to since they all left Mary Hare. It was 
a thrill to hear about their diverse career 
paths, including acting, finance, working 
for the NHS, dog grooming and teaching 
to name a few.

A lot has changed at Mary Hare over 
the last 10 years and our guests enjoyed 
looking round the main school. They were 
particularly impressed with Murray House 
and the new roof on the swimming pool 
and, of course, the new Primary School.

It was great to see such a lovely and well-
rounded group of 28-year-olds.

IN MEMORY 
OF REENA
On Monday 11 March 
we marked the passing 
of Reena, who was a 
student at Mary Hare 
from 1991 – 1998. We 
welcomed the Guru 
family, who travelled far 
and wide from France, 
San Francisco, Surrey and 
Leeds, to plant a tree 
(Tilia Americana) in her 
memory. 

After completing her 
studies at Mary Hare, 
Reena completed a 
degree in Computer 
Science, and later went 
on to become a fully 
qualified Teacher of 
the Deaf in Wakefield, 
Yorkshire.

The family kindly gave 
a donation towards 
the Ivan Tucker 
Bursary Scheme and 
our Wellbeing team. 
The Wellbeing team 
used their donation 
to fund ‘Time to 
Talk’ – a service that 
provides emotional and 
psychological support for 
young people.

At the end of this academic 
year we will be saying a 
fond farewell to Sarah 
Strudley, our Vice Principal 
of Curriculum. 

Joining us in September 
in this role is Christopher 
Adams: 

“I have worked at Kennet 
School for several years, 
undertaking roles such 
as Head of House, Head 
of Sixth Form and I am 
currently working as an 
Assistant Headteacher 
(Inclusion).

I look forward to joining the Mary Hare team and further 
enhancing the future of deaf children and young people.”

After 7 years at Mary Hare, 
Faye Webb, who was PA to 
Anne-Marie Martin, set off on 
her retirement. She was pivotal 
in helping coordinate lots of 
Sixth Form events such as the 
Options Fair and the visit from the 
Norwegian school. We wish Faye a 
wonderful retirement.

Tracey Orpin leaves Mary Hare after 
13 years at the school. Tracey started 
as a Teaching Assistant with English 
as an additional language, later as 
an Assistant Principal Family Liaison, 
and now as Head of the Language 
Enrichment Groups. Tracey will be 
missed as a much-loved member of 
Mary Hare School.

Tony Trigwell-Jones joined Mary 
Hare 17 years ago as Artistic 
Director of Arlington Arts. Tony 
helped establish the Arts Centre 
in its early years before going on 
to train and qualify as a Teacher of 
Drama in 2018. Tony was a huge 
part of the Performing Arts team 
and wrote many of the whole 
school Christmas productions. Tony 
left Mary Hare in December and we 
wish him all the best.

FAREWELL
TO ANDREW STRIVENS

Welcome to Clair-Louise 
Lawes, who joined Mary 
Hare in January as our 
SENCO. “I have over 20 
years’ experience working 
in SEN, in a variety of 
roles. Prior to coming to 
Mary Hare, I was working 
as a SENCo in a local 
Primary School as well as 
supporting SEN in a local 
Secondary school. Before 
that, I worked for West 
Berkshire Local Authority 
as an EHCP Assessment 
Coordinator for 8 years. 
I am enjoying the new 

challenge of Mary Hare. The staff and pupils are lovely 
and welcoming.”

This summer we will be saying a big fond farewell to Andrew 
Strivens, Chair of Governors/Trustees. Andrew joined Mary Hare in 
2014 and became Chair of Governors in 2016. Through his drive 
and ambition, Mary Hare Primary School was relocated to the 
Arlington site in its wonderful new home. Andrew has been a strong 
leader, passionate about supporting the needs of deaf young people 
and he has led many developments that will have a lasting legacy 
at Mary Hare. Andrew will be succeeded by Tim Polack, who is 
currently Deputy Chair.
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DANNY MURPHY STARRING IN WATERLOO ROAD
We received fantastic news that 
our Alumnus, Danny Murphy, 
will be starring in the upcoming 
series of Waterloo Road on 
BBC One.

Previously Danny has featured 
in the film The Parts You Lose, 
in Television programmes 
including Doctors, and is an 
Ambassador for Deaffest. 
Danny also has a YouTube 
channel called Danny’s Skits. 

We ask him a few questions 
about his experience on 
Waterloo Road and what he 
has been up to since he left 
Mary Hare:

Amazing news about Waterloo Road, 
what was it like to be part of this 
much-loved tv programme?

I feel incredibly honoured to be part 
of the Waterloo Road TV show, as it’s 
a well-known television series. It was 
a significantly different experience 
compared to working on films, especially 
since it’s my first time being involved 
in an entire series and there are more 
upcoming series to come. Working 
with the mainstream cast and crew was 
fantastic; it’s a friendly environment, and 
many of them are learning sign language 
and are aware of deaf culture. It’s 
wonderful to see diversity, especially with 
a deaf director and deaf writer in one 
episode. This was my first appearance 
in an episode, and it felt very inclusive. 
The character of Luca that I played was 
challenging and relatable, drawing from 
my own experiences. It’s nice to share my 
voice in this context, although I’m quite 
different from the character. Nonetheless, 
it’s a rewarding challenge.

Is there anything in particular 
from this experience that will stay 
with you?

In a few episodes, I had the opportunity 
to use both my voice and sign language 
simultaneously for the first time. To be 
honest, I didn’t feel very confident about 
using my voice on public television, but I 
saw it as an opportunity to face my fear 
and grow as an actor. It was definitely 
challenging because I had to adjust my 
tone and use my voice in a way that 
matched my character’s emotions and 
personality.

It’s not your first time being on 
our television screen, what do you 
enjoy most about the experience of 
working on a set?

The most enjoyable aspect of working 
on set for me is the collaborative nature 
of the environment. I love being able 
to work closely with the cast and crew, 
bouncing ideas off each other and 
bringing the vision of the project to life 
together. It’s incredibly rewarding to see 
everyone’s talents and creativity come 
together to create something special. 
I find the fast-paced nature of filming 
exhilarating; there’s always something 
new and exciting happening, and every 
day presents its own set of challenges to 
overcome. Overall, the camaraderie and 
energy on set make the experience truly 
enjoyable for me!

It has been a short while since 
you left Mary Hare School, what 
other projects have you been up to 
recently?

Moving on from my time at Mary Hare 
School, I’ve been fortunate to have 
several exciting opportunities come my 
way. For example, I’ve been working 
on writing a book, which I haven’t 
officially announced yet. Originally, 
it was intended to be a movie, but I 
decided to release the book first. Also, 
I’ve been involved in directing a short 
film aimed at raising awareness about 
sexual assault. The film features a diverse 
cast and crew, including both deaf and 
hearing individuals. It recently premiered 
at a festival and will be shown at more 
festivals in the future. Furthermore, I 
have upcoming acting projects in the 
pipeline, although I’m not at liberty to 
disclose details just yet. Suffice it to say, 
they represent significant milestones in 
my career.

“Working with the 
mainstream cast and 
crew was fantastic; it’s 
a friendly environment, 
and many of them are 
learning sign language 
and are aware of deaf 
culture. It’s wonderful to 
see diversity, especially 
with a deaf director 
and deaf writer in one 
episode. This was my 
first appearance in an 
episode, and it felt very 
inclusive.”

PLAQUE UNVEILED  
IN HONOUR OF  
MARY HARE
On Saturday 23 March 2024, a tribute to Mary Hare, 
her dedication to deaf young people and her work 
as a Suffragette was made in an unveiling ceremony 
of a commemorative plaque that has been placed 
in Brighton.

The unveiling ceremony was arranged by Mary Hare 
School Alumna, Margaret Stewart, who petitioned for 
the blue plaque to be placed in honour of Miss Hare’s 
work. It situates in St Michael’s Place, in Brighton, 
where Mary Hare resided during her time there.

Maragaret shared her passion behind the campaign 
for the plaque, “When I was at Mary Hare Grammar 
School (as it was called then) we had no idea what 
Mary Hare had done in her life. It was quite a surprise 
when in 2018, I came across an exhibition of the 
100th Anniversary of the Suffragettes and I noticed 
how Mary Hare was involved and made such a huge 
impact in women’s equality and her work with deaf 
children. This led me to campaign for a blue plaque.”

Principal, Robin Askew, attended the plaque 
ceremony and said “It was a joy to be able to attend 
the event and for the opportunity to celebrate the 
life and work of Mary Hare. Between the hail and the 
sunshine, there was a great atmosphere, and it was 
fantastic to see so many 
people come out to join 
this commemorative 
occasion. My 
sincere thanks 
goes out to 
Margaret for 
her work in 
campaigning 
for this plaque 
in honour of 
Mary Hare.”

COLES DINER REUNION
On Saturday 11 November Coles Diner held its annual reunion. 
The event was attended by over 40 former pupils from a range 
of year groups. Everyone enjoyed the day, sharing memories and 
catching up with old friends

Last year Coles Diner celebrated its 21st birthday and, for 
many of our students, it holds a special place in their time at 
Mary Hare.

Some Mary Hare staff also came along to join in on the 
occasion. A big thank you to Kiri-Lynn for organising the event.

ALUMNI 
COMPETE  
IN THE DEAF 
FUTSAL FINAL
Mary Hare Alumni, Louise and 
Pembe, were in the line-up and 
competed in the Deaf Futsal Final 
in a bid for the Bronze Medal 
against Germany. They narrowly 
missed out with a final score of 
3-4, but fantastic that the team 
played such a good game!

PEMBE
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