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Welcome
from our Vice
Principal of
Curriculum

I'm sitting in my office as | write this introduction to this year’s
Soundwave magazine. Around me the day-to-day routines of Mary
Hare are continuing as we head to the end of term.

It seems hard to believe that it's only been a year since | sat in this very
same office meeting the previous Vice Principal to talk about the job
and what it was like working at Mary Hare.

I'm not entirely sure where the year is gone. It doesn't seem a moment
ago that we welcomed families back after the long summer break
setting out the expectations of the year ahead, and here we are now

with Year 11 and 13 students finishing their studies and getting ready to N

say their goodbyes.

As a new starter | think particularly of our Year 7 students, who also
joined Mary Hare in September. Over the year they've grown and
developed taking on a wide range of new challenges that perhaps they
didn’t think they would be doing when they joined the school. They've
made friends and developed links that will stay with them long after
they leave school, and have embraced the history and traditions that are
so important to us all at Mary Hare.

This year's Soundwave magazine is packed with so many of the different
activities that have taken place this year. Some personal highlights were
the Christmas entertainment where | felt | truly understood what being
part of the Mary Hare family meant, the wide range of trips and visits
pupils have been able to go on, and the quiet day-to-day interactions
that take place across the school, helping us all work towards securing
the future of deaf children and young people.

Sarah Strudley
Vice Principal (Curriculum)

Introduction

-
-
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Sarah Srudley ‘

I'm not entirely sure
where the year is
gone. It doesn't
seem a moment ago
that we welcomed
families back after
the long summer
break...
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Primary School Round Up

Welcome to Mary Hare Primary

In September 2022, we relocated and opened our brand-new Primary School for deaf children and |
had the privilege of opening its doors for the first time whilst also stepping into the role as Head of
Primary.

It was a joy to be able to welcome the new school year with a bespoke building designed to give the
optimum listening environment that will allow our children the best opportunity to reach their full
potential.

At Mary Hare, we have high aspirations for all pupils and deliver an ambitious holistic curriculum which
overcomes the challenges and impacts of deafness on learning, self-esteem, and language. We encourage
our school values of being respectful, responsible, healthy, safe, communicative and successful learners to
allow deaf children to flourish in an ever-changing and evolving hearing world.

This is a very exciting new chapter for us at Mary Hare Primary and we look forward to making lots of
wonderful memories for many years to come!

Rachel Sheen, Head of Primary

Reflections of the past year

This last year has been one of many landmarks and milestones for  We are so fortunate to have such a wonderful collection of books for
us at Mary Hare Primary School, mostly as we started the the children to enjoy.
academic year in our brand new school.

Rose Ayling-Ellis and Mattel kindly sent us some Barbies with
In September 2022 we opened our new school’s doors for the first hearing aids. Our pupils were delighted with their gift and it is
time to welcome pupils and parents. Staff had worked hard in the brilliant to see this representation in toys.

summer term and over the holiday break to ensure we were ready )
for opening. Some boxes were still yet to be unpacked, but we were In November we proudly sported colourful spots as part of Children

thrilled with our new home. in Need. As the year came to a close we marked the end of 2022
with a wonderful Christmas assembly for parents to enjoy, which
By the end of September our vibrant included bell ringing, singing and a festive Christmas dance.
and fresh new library was finally in )
place in our Primary School! Thursday 2nd March was World Book Day! Our pupils and staff at

Mary Hare Primary looked fabulous as they dressed up as their
favourite book characters.

| At the end of March we were busy planting seeds in various pots
and troughs as part of the #RHSBigSeedSow. We were very excited
to watch them grow!

In May we welcomed the Mayor who visited us on Deaf Awareness
Week, which was also the week leading up to the Coronation of
King Charles Ill. We took part in some screen printing with Berkshire
Printmakers and made some fabulous Coronation-themed t-shirts.

Enjoyi-ng the
outdoors

Children in Need 2022
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LAST DAY AT
MILL HALL

On Friday 15 July, Primary staff, pupils and their families shared a special farewell,
as their last day of the school year also marked their last day at Mill Hall.

The day commenced with a dance the pupils had choreographed to present to the families
before heading outside into the sunshine for Sports Day. There was excellent sportsmanship
between all the pupils as they made their efforts on the egg and spoon race, skipping, relay
and the sprint. Families and pupils then enjoyed a picnic on the grounds before watching a
music performance and presentations from each of the Year 6 leavers about their favourite
memories of Mary Hare Primary School.

One family shared a few words to share their thanks and their child’s
experience at the school. “It has been a real fight to get Elissa into Mary Hare, but
every effort has been so worth it. The progress she has made brings me to tears.
Every member of staff at Mary Hare has taken such great care of Elissa. The passion
you have for your work is evident to see. | can’t thank you enough for everything
you've done... You have opened so many doors for her in the future.”

It was a day of many special goodbyes as the staff at Mary Hare Primary said . - ‘;- . o :
good luck to those pupils making their transition to Secondary School in & - —— O 2
September, as well as reflecting on all the many fantastic years in the Mill Hall
building, as they embarked on their big move to the new Primary School in ' Bl

the summer. The sun came o

St T
ut for ys |

i Skip A close finish!
assembly in Mill Hall finish! Close Tiniste
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MAYOR OF NEWBURY VISITS THE PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Thank you to RHS for our seeds
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WORLD BOOK DAY

OXENWOOD
TRIP
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With the Primary School now on the same site as our Secondary School,

this year we saw more events enjoyed as a whole school. Together we marked
Remembrance Day as well as enjoying activities arranged by our fantastic
Wellbeing Team, including the Wellbeing Walk during Mental Health
Awareness Week, and pupil and staff contributions to our Deaf Awareness Tree.

There have been plenty of trips and activities throughout the year and we
celebrated a special Coronation theme for this year’s Wear It Loud during Deaf
Awareness Week. We saw the return of Speech Day since 2019, a fantastic
opportunity for us to recognise the achievements of students who have
completed their studies at Mary Hare.

Our Head and Deputy Prefects were excellent ambassadors for the school when
they shared their reflections of Mary Hare to visiting families on our Open Day,
and our Year 10s made excellent tour guides. We are immensely proud of
everyone as we all came together to showcase all that Mary Hare has to offer to
our guests.

e

Lest we forget The whole schol marking Remembrance Day

10 e ———
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SPEECH DAY

A snapshot of Friday's Speech Day, a day celebrating the achievements of
our students who completed their studies at Mary Hare last year. This is
the first time we have been able to hold Speech Day since 2019, and it
was a special occasion brimming with proud families and staff as the
students received their awards.

We welcomed our guest of honour, Rory Herdman, who shared his ENT
career and long connection with Mary Hare dating back to 1993.

We also enjoyed music performed by our students as well as talks from
the Principal and the Head Prefect team.

*
\

&
\'.
Our Head Prefects

T r me families
A proud day for everyon:. el

RED NOSE DAY

Mr Aékéw ddnning
the red nose
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THE OSCARS

Mary H'a}-e House are this years winners

Fantastic 'raCmg :
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lt was a great day in the sunshme
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK

Students enjoyed activities as part of Mental Health
Awareness Week, organised by our fabulous

Wellbeing team. Secondary pupils and staff enjoyed
a Wellbeing Walk and used the time to connect with
each other. Our Primary pupils played games around
the beautiful grounds.

Miss Duffield : | |
looking glam g
| cuppa
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NATIONWIDE’S VISIT TO MARY HARE

We welcomed Nationwide who came to share their top
tips for budgeting, how to open a bank account and how
to safely use online banking!
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OPEN DAY

Our Head Prefects
are great ambassadors
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Pupil Success Stories

PUPILS

MAKING
USPROUD

-
Mary Hare pupils achieve great things every ! i H‘-—r‘-‘,-p
single day, both at school and afterwards in their “ ‘ 5
spare time. Whether it’s pushing themselves Y
further or for the benefit of others, we are always " |
proud of their efforts and achievements. : - A

) -
- !'_"., —

CONGRATULATIONS
KAIDEN

Kaiden Shahakbar was nominated for a commendation from Mr Askew for his
approach to speech and language therapy sessions. During the year he reached his
full provision of individual therapy, achieved his speech therapy targets and
showed great enthusiasm throughout his sessions.

Kaiden has made

Amanda Williams, his Speech Therapist, said, “Kaiden arrives promptly to every session fa”taStiC progress
and if he has been unable to attend due to other commitments, he has always

communicated that with me and he has conducted himself with maturity and respect”.

Mr Askew presented Kaiden with his commendation.

HAZEL
COMPLETES
2km RUN

Year 7 pupil, Hazel, and her family, shared with us her
fantastic achievement at the Newport Marathon in April.

As part of the Newport Marathon weekend, Hazel proudly
conquered the 2km Family Fun Run. Hazel's family shares her
achievements and her preparation leading up to the event:
"She trained by running round our block of houses, but not
usually managing more than 1/2 a mile. The big day was a huge
step up. It was Hazel's idea to dedicate her run to a charity, and
chose Mary Hare.”

Hazel donated £50 to the Mary Hare Foundation, which will support future projects at
the School.

"In particular we want to acknowledge the support Hazel receives in addition to her deafness,
and the Stronger Together Club stands out as a great opportunity Hazel has to target her

physical needs and self-esteem as someone with Cerebral Palsy. Thank you to Mary Hare staff S
for all your support. Hazel is happy and thriving.” 0 proud

o
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Lewis reached a fantastic milestone this year with his swimming.

He received a commendation certificate for his determination to learn
how to swim, so that he could go on to participate in the school
Swimming Gala!

o *,,.,‘
Dylan has shown great care

Dylan has been demonstrating great care for the
environment by picking up litter throughout the school.
What a great role model for other students, and thank you .
for helping to keep our school look clean and tidy! Well done Lewis!

Sixth Former Nicole is an activist at Young Minds, a mental health charity for children, young people and their parents. Earlier this year
Nicole took part of their campaign #EndtheWait which also involved speaking in front of MPs in a 5 minute talk around the need for
support for young people and their mental health.

“Leading up to the event, | had been assigned as the Youth Speaker for the day. | spent hours on end preparing what | was going to say, and
tried to think of all the different aspects of my journey and how this supported the #EndTheWait campaign that could be covered in 5 minutes.
| had so much support from my mum and the staff from Young Minds.

It was an amazing opportunity to talk to MPs and answer any questions they had regarding the campaign. Most MPs | spoke to were not that
familiar with the work Young Minds do, so this event really spotlighted the whole ethos of the charity - working with young people to advocate
for change for young people. Most MPs/their secretaries listened attentively, and it felt as though they were keen to act and make a difference
for the young people in their constituency.”

. It's time to
¢ End The Wait.

¥

Nicole gave 3 fantastic
Nicole meets local MP, e
Laura Farris

A great campaign to
be part of

o
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Arts News

It’s been another busy year for us in the world
of the arts! From dance workshops and
performances, to exhibitions and competitions
and the return of our annual Christmas
production, the year has been packed full of
opportunities for students to showcase their
talent and work.

ACE Dance
Workshop

We had a great time with Ace
Dance who visit Mary Hare to
give a dance workshop with our
students.

Our students were thrilled to be
able to work with professional
dancers. It was a brilliant and
inspiring session.

Sharing their top tips with us

GENerate Exhibition
at The Base

We were thrilled that many of our students' works featured in The Base, Greenham's
GENerate exhibition earlier this year. This exhibition showcased young talent from the local
area and was a great opportunity for the public to come and see the wonderful and varied
works on display.

ublic i
Open to the p Capturing the occasion

o

18



arts_ppl8-22 19/6/23 17:09 Page 2

The Mary Hare Magazine | July 2023

Cultural
Extravaganza
event

In the last week of the summer term students were able
to enjoy the end of the school year with our annual
Cultural Extravaganza.

Packed full of activities including DJ’ing, Pilates, Break Dancing, African Drumming, Photography
and Forensics, to name a few, the students were spoilt for choice. There were around 40 activities
to choose from, and it was a great opportunity to try their hand at something new.

We also welcomed local artists who led many of the sessions and workshops and we are very
grateful to be able to bring their expertise to Mary Hare School.

Students had a fantastic time and the week signed off the school year perfectly!

I "
1

Mixing up the musi

Having a
‘roaring’ time

.

A visit to Kew Gardens
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Photos by Simon Vail Photography

Arts News

West of Oz |

Check out these fantastic photos from this year's Christmas
production - West of Oz! A brilliant twist on the classic, written by
Mr Trigwell-Jones! A HUGE well done to all of the students, and to
all of the staff who brought this production to life.

' Beautiful sounds filled
the stage

The student bang
amazed audiences

Shakespeare
Schools
Festival

On the Ides of March, some of our Key Stage 3 students performed their
version of Julius Caesar at The Lights in Andover, as part of the National
Shakespeare Schools Festival.

A fantastic
performance

They started working on the play just after Christmas, and we are immensely
proud of their achievements.

Since their performance, Mary Hare School has been recognised as a Silver
Medal School by the Coram Shakespeare Schools Festival. Having
participated in the festival for five consecutive years, with almost 100
students taking part in that time, Mary Hare has consistently been praised
for the hard work and cooperation of our students, as well as the quality of
their ensemble work and ability to engage with audiences.
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Articulation Winner

Georgie, was awarded top prize in the Grand Final of the national competition,
Articulation, which took place at the National Gallery in London.

The annual Articulation Prize is a national competition that invites those
aged 16 to 19 to deliver a 10-minute presentation on a work of art,
architecture, or an artefact of their choice. Entrants go through heat
rounds and regional finals before proceeding to the Grand Final, which
takes place at the National Gallery. This year over 100 schools throughout
the country participated with over 1,000 entries across the competition.

Following a successful progression through the heats and competing
against 9 other speakers at the Southern Regional Finals in Ashmolean
Museum in Oxford, Georgie was selected for the Grand Final in London
which took place on Tuesday 28th March. Georgie inspired an audience
of over 200 with her talk exploring the work of Canadian artists Janet
Cardiff and George Bures Miller and their artwork ‘The Dark Pool’. All 9
finalists were assessed by the adjudicator, Dr Gabriele Finaldi, who is the
Director of the National Gallery.

Talking about Georgie's presentation, Dr Gabriele Finaldi says, **We were
immediately introduced to ideas of fear and of memory. Georgie outlined
how these works can trigger fear and how, by doing so, they help us to
understand ourselves. Georgie got inside the artists’ minds and spoke
about how being an active participant was important, concluding that
installation art is incredibly valuable."

Georgie shares her experience, “I was very shocked when they A fantastic space to discuss art
announced my name. All the speakers were amazing and any one of
them deserved to win. | have really enjoyed meeting new people through

thi t. It has helped fid ly. Having th L I i

oplzgr\ﬁrr]]itytoat;kea%%u{n r%;(l)gv:e ?(:}Cgrfg%rdmr?l:skg refae\;lenr?ce t?) my I have I’ea”y enjoyed meetlng new
interest in theatre has been amazing.” peop|e through this event. It has
Photos © Hycar Dewachi helped my confidence enormously. ”

Georgie Ellis
Unique Arts Award

Georgie saw double award success at the Unique Art
Awards. Georgie not only came First in the Youth Digital
category, but also achieved Second place in the overall
competition!

Gircara

“In this work | tried to show the

images of the plastic rubbish. I have

also introduced values of green and

yellow to make the environment

; look sick. This image communicates
o ] ) - that the environment is getting fed

An evening of celebration One of Georgie’s entries up with us throwing litter and

wants us to stop.”

- s . ="

21
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Arts News

Studio tour

Some of our A Level Fine Art students visited artist Sioban Coppinger's studio in Lambourn on
Monday 12 June. Sioban is an established artist who has produced many pieces of public
sculpture. She has a whole house dedicated to her art with a wax modelling studio, a
printmaking area, a drawing room and gallery and a foundry. The students Francesca, Georgie
and Emily loved their visit and now have ambitions to create their own studios.

A selection of work from our A Level students

Tea Party of
Champions!

We invited all the students who had been studying any of the
Art & Design subjects (Fine Art, Contextual & Critical Studies,
Graphic Communication, Photography & Textile Design) at A
Level to a tea party to celebrate the completion of their work
and to congratulate them on all their hard efforts.

Sixth Former Francesca helped to curate an exhibition of students’ work from all disciplines and year groups in Arlington Arts Centre.
It ran from October through to the end of November and was open for the public to come and see the fantastic talent we have at Mary Hare!

A wide range of works
on display

o

Impressive and pfOfeSS‘Ona‘ A mix of 2D and 3D art
22
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PANATHLON
SWIMMING
GALA

The aim of Panathlon’s swimming programme is to help introduce young people with
disabilities and special needs to the water and build their confidence and skills. In
February, two teams of Mary Hare pupils took part in the separate competition for
Deaf secondary school aged pupils. It was staged at the prestigious venue - The
London 2012 Aquatic Centre, which was used for the 2012 Olympics in London.

The pupils from the Primary School took part. They did really well and came third!
Well done to Lacey-Anne, Abbie, Ahmed, Ava, Blair and Evie for their super
swimming and excellent teamwork.

Secondary pupils in Years 7-9 were timed over one length in lessons. Pupils in Years
10 and 11 could opt to be timed in the weekly Swimming Gala practice sessions.
From these times, the best 12 were selected to represent the school. Two teams from
the Secondary School took part in a series of races - as an individual and as part of
a team.

B Team: 4th Place and Best 'B' Team
ATeam: 1st Place and retaining their title (winning for the second year in a row)

Secondary School Teams A and B

GREENHAM
TRUST NEW
FOOTBALL |
KIT

A huge thank you to Greenham Trust for their
generous support of £1,500 to buy new
equipment for our girl's football team.

This funding has supported new navy blue
football kit and goalposts that meet tournament
standards - plus a gift of new footballs!

Getting Active

MARY HARE
SWIMMING
GALA

This important event in the school calendar saw 8 new
Mary Hare records set! Everyone enjoyed themselves.

Winners:

Beginners one width:

Backstroke:

Individual Medley:

Breaststroke:

Butterfly:

Freestyle:

Mixed freestyle relay:

The Primary Team: Lacey-Anne, Abbie, Ahmed,
Ava, Blair and Evie

-

|®re
2Ok

Y] 13

Lewis Coleman

Maya W, Ricco P,
Robyn S, Ryan C

Maya W, Neve M, Ryan C

Evie Small, Ben W
Jasmine W, Roman E

Maya W, Miles P,
Tilly M, Max S

Roxy, Hugh M,
Sophie M, Vernon E

Juniors - Beverley
Seniors - Mary Hare
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Getting Active

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY

The weather held off long enough for everyone to run and
compete in what was a great afternoon of cross country.

Individual winners

Junior Girls: Junior Boys:
st Jay 1st  ZacB
2nd  Maya 2nd  Harry F
3rd  Amber F-W 3rd  BenW
Senior Girls: Senior Boys:
1st  Amelie 1st  Vernon
2nd  Sophie 2nd  Callan
3rd  Tilly 3rd  Leo

House Winners:
1st - Braidwood, 2nd - Arnold, 3rd - Mary Hare, 4th - Beverley

Amelie leads the way

DEAF CHILDREN'S SPORTS
ASSOCIATION CROSS COUNTRY

In March we took a coach load of enthusiastic runners to compete for the first time in the Deaf Childrens Sports Association Cross Country event,
held in Derby. We were the largest group there, entering 7 in the Senior Girls race and 14 in the Senior Boys race.

Boys’ Results: Girls’ Results:

2nd  Callan st Amelie P

3rd  ZacB 2nd  Tilly

4th  Leo 3rd  Jay

5th  JasperL 4th  Sophie M

9th  BenW 6th  Jasmine W

10th  Anthony 7th  Jachi

12th  Nikita 11th  Marcie

14th  Michael

16th  Jack K In the team competition;

25th  Jerome Jay, Amelie and Tilly secured

28th  TomF 1st place for the School

34th  Teddy

37th  James M

38th  Miles P \
In the team competition; Zac, Callan and The winning team
Leo secured 1st place for the School.

24
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YEAR 10 AREA
FOOTBALL

This year the ladies have played in the SEN Schools tournament and the West
Berkshire Schools Area tournament. The West Berkshire schools tournament
was 7-a-side with squads of up to 10 players. We played in a mini league first
and our place in that determined which overall play-off final we were in.

The Mary Hare Magazine | July 2023

The team played four matches. It was a nail biting finish, winning the final
match 2-0 and going through on goal difference. The finals were held at
Trinity School and the Mary Hare team came third out of the 13 West
Berkshire teams competing. Everyone is very proud of their achievement.

SEN FOOTBALL

Shea, Micheal, Harry, Willoughby, Afaan, Jasper, Amelie, Jay, Anthony, Ellie,
Amber, Oliver, Jasmine, Sophie, Sienna and Summer all took part in the
Reading FC Community Trust Football competitions this season. The
competition is an excellent opportunity for everyone to take part in
competitive football. Everyone played well and all received a medal for
their participation.

Team players!

SPECIAL MENTION  SIXTH FORM

Vernon received a special award for his contribution to

football during his time at Mary Hare. The award was given
because he has played with the correct attitude - he does

not argue with the referee about any decisions. He supports

his team mates and encourages them - even when they have The Sixth Form team only had two matches this year as other schools could not
made a mistake. He accepts responsibility and respects the commit to a fixture. Unfortunately, they didn’t win a game. But they will all agree
opposition too. A great role model! that their match against Reading School was an amazing performance. Mary Hare

took the lead through Josh. At half time, the scorers were level at 1-1. Reading
School upped their intensity in the second half and scored two more goals to make
the score 3-1. With two minutes to go Callan got a goal for Mary Hare to make it
3-2. In the last minute, Josh scored to make it 3-3.

Vernon on the ball!

ACTIVI IES WEEK

In September, the Year 9 enjoyed their
Activities Week in partnership with
Outdoor Academy. It was a great
experience, finishing with the grand
finale of a two day rafted open canoe
expedition. The teachers enjoyed seeing
another side to pupils: who could cook,
who worked well in a team, who already
knew how to put up a tent and the
future leaders in the making!

Not what we meant by sticking together...

Now, listen carefully Everybody padaler

o

Thank you everyone for a superb week!

25
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It's been another year packed full of adventures and activities
with Coles Diner.

This year we are back to holding lots of events, trips and clubs.
From climbing, paintball and quiz nights at the weekend to
walking the canal path from Newbury to Hungerford and back
again!

We braved the Dungeons, enjoyed the views from the London
Eye and visited Cadbury World and ate lots of chocolate!

Our weekends away included the Cluedo at the Castle and
the Curse of the Mummy with high ropes and raft races.
Not forgetting Life Skills shopping and cooking up

yummy treats.

Plus, we have been continuing our Lifeguarding duties
and working in Coles. We have also helped raise money
for local charities by holding events and had such a fun
year doing so!

So whose up for another year of fun with Coles Diner?

Kiri-Lynn

S RLSS UK

APPROVED TRAINING

Tt a0
spplamin plass o r

B

Wt poem o

Enjoying the views in
London Eye

o
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Dressed Up-
for the Ocassion
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